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The CARES Act, passed by Congress and signed into law by the President, allocated $1.83 

billion to the State of Nebraska. On June 12, 2020, Governor Ricketts laid out plans on how the 

first initial tranche of $387 million would be spent, dubbing the program the Get Nebraska 

Growing initiative.   

 

Grants to Small Business 
 

NOTE:  Applications for Small Businesses are re-opening with expanded eligibility 

through Friday (7/17) at 4:00 PM CT. Businesses with 75 or fewer employees who 

are licensed for withholding are now eligible.  
 

The Nebraska Small Business Stabilization Grant is allocated $330 million to help cover 

operating expenses for Nebraska small businesses and livestock producers. Eligible small 

businesses are those Nebraska-owned businesses with 1 to 75 employees as of March 13, 2020 

that have closed or sustained a loss of revenue or employment since March 13, 2020.  

 

Businesses in the following industries are not eligible: 

 Mining (NAICS 21) 

 Utilities (NAICS 22) 

 Finance and Insurance (NAICS 52) 

 Management of Companies & Enterprises (NAICS 55) 

 Educational Services (NAICS 61) 

 Public Administration (NAICS 92) 

 Lobbyist and Political Organizations 

 

The application must be made online (see Application Guideline available here).  

 

Applications were initially accepted from June 15, 2020, through June 26, 2020.  A new 

deadline for applications is July 17, 2020 for small businesses but NOT livestock producers. 

Awards will be issued to qualifying applicants until funds are exhausted. 

 

You can read more about the Nebraska Small Business Stabilization Grant here.   

 

Workforce Retraining Initiative 

The Department of Economic Development allocated $16 million to the Workforce Retraining 

Initiative. The program ran through Nebraska community colleges; individuals who have lost 

https://getnebraskagrowing.nebraska.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Small-Business-Stabilization-Program-Guidelines-for-Businesses-and-Livestock-Producers.pdf
https://getnebraskagrowing.nebraska.gov/nebraska-small-business-stabilization-grant/
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employment as a result of COVID-19 were invited to apply to the community colleges for 

financial aid.  

 

You can read more about the Workforce Retraining Initiative here, but applications have closed 

 

Rural Broadband 

The Governor announced a $40 million rural broadband grant to provide connectivity to 

unserved and underserved communities in Nebraska. Broadband service providers are eligible to 

apply in communities in which the majority of residents do not have access to or the ability to 

subscribe to broadband service with a minimum of 25 Mbps download and 3 Mbps upload. Grant 

were to be used to provide service to eligible community meeting certain standards. The project 

must be completed by December 30, 2020. 

 

You can read more about the Rural Broadband Grant here, but applications have closed.  

 

Gallup Business Leadership Training Grant 

Nebraska businesses with 500 or fewer employees in industries eligible for the Nebraska 

Advantage Act are eligible to participate in a 30-week online course to learn management and 

leadership techniques. This grant is allocated $1 million.  

 

You can read more about the Gallup Leadership Training Grant here, but applications have 

closed. 

 

 

Contact Us  
 

Fraser Stryker's business 

attorneys are here to help: 
 

 
Mark L. Brasee 

mbrasee@fraserstryker.com 

(402) 978-5306 

 
Neil P. Hassler 

nhassler@fraserstryker.com 

(402) 978-5374 
 

 

This article has been prepared for general information purposes and (1) does not create or constitute an 
attorney-client relationship, (2) is not intended as a solicitation, (3) is not intended to convey or constitute 

legal advice, and (4) is not a substitute for obtaining legal advice from a qualified attorney. Always seek 

professional counsel prior to taking action. 
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